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The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m. 


Consideration of reports submitted by parties to the Convention under article 35 
(continued) 


Initial report of Guatemala (CRPD/C/GTM/1; CRPD/C/GTM/Q/1 and Add. 1) 


2 At the invitation of the Chair, the delegation of Guatemala took places at the 
Committee table. 


De Mr. Moran Herrera (Guatemala), introducing his country’s initial report 
(CRPD/C/GTM/1), said that 40.38 per cent of the population of Guatemala lived in poverty 
and 13.33 per cent lived in extreme poverty. The most recent statistics, dating from 2005, 
which would be superseded in late 2016, revealed that only 10 per cent of children 
completed primary education and 53 per cent could not read or write. Private organizations 
and institutions provided 80 per cent of services for persons with disabilities, mainly in 
cities. The Government had limited economic resources, yet, despite the challenging 
backdrop, Guatemala had ratified the Convention and was laying the foundations for the 
protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities. 


3 The report had been drafted in collaboration with the National Council for Persons 
with Disabilities and the Presidential Commission for Coordinating Executive Policy in the 
Field of Human Rights, with support from the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in Guatemala and the participation of public institutions 
and of organizations representing persons with disabilities nationwide. 


4. In drafting the report, in which 28 different government entities had participated, 
Guatemala had identified the progress that had been made to resolve the problems 
encountered by persons with disabilities but realized that it had been limited, owing to a 
lack of economic resources. Despite significant advances in improving the participation of 
persons with disabilities in society, it was necessary to strengthen civil society in the future 
in order to provide greater support for populations living in situations of poverty and 
exclusion, as was frequently the case among persons with disabilities. 


=F Various laws had been adopted to protect the rights of persons with disabilities, 
including the Assistance to Persons with Disabilities Act (Decree No. 135-96). 
Internationally, Guatemala was a signatory of instruments including the Inter-American 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with 
Disabilities. The Government had included disability in its K’atun: Nuestra Guatemala 
National Development Plan 2032, which was in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. A number of laws on the subject of citizen participation promoted 
cooperation between the Government and organizations of persons with disabilities. The 
Government currently spent 97.5 million quetzales on disability programmes and had also 
taken steps to enable civil society organizations to obtain funding for their work. 
Programmes and support units for persons with disabilities had been set up across a number 
of government ministries. A Directorate-General of Special Education had been established 
and an inclusive education policy developed. Scholarship programmes were provided for 
students with disabilities and special education schools had also been opened. The 
University of San Carlos had an inclusion policy in place for students with disabilities. 


6. In response to question 33 of the list of issues in relation to the initial report of 
Guatemala (CRPD/C/GTM/Q/1), it should be noted that the Government had strengthened 
the participation of representatives of the disability sector in various inter-agency forums, 
such as the Urban and Rural Development Council chaired by the President and the Social 
Development Cabinet chaired by the Vice-President, and the agenda of those forums had 
included subjects related to the rights of persons with disabilities. It was expected that a 


2 GE.16-14741 


CRPD/C/SR.279 


number of inter-agency agreements would be extended to further strengthen the 
representation of persons with disabilities in development forums. 


tf Together with the National Council for Persons with Disabilities, the Ministry of 
Finance was coordinating the implementation of a monitoring instrument aimed at 
assessing the resources annually assigned to the protection of the rights of persons with 
disabilities by each government agency. The Government had agreed to increase the 
Council’s budget by 3.57 per cent each year for the next five years. A special committee on 
disabilities had been set up within the Congress of the Republic in 2008, as proposed by the 
Council. The committee had recently worked on strengthening legislation promoting the 
rights of persons with disabilities, with the aim of supporting the Council, and setting 
targets for all State institutions on the use of technical and financial resources. Another 
proposal made by the Council, to revise the Electoral and Political Parties Act with a view 
to promoting the participation of persons with disabilities in elections, had also been 
accepted. 


8. Guatemala had ratified the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published 
Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled (the 
Marrakesh Treaty) and was revising the relevant laws, in collaboration with a technical 
team mainly made up of persons with visual impairments from the National Council for 
Persons with Disabilities, to ensure that it could be properly implemented. A draft law on 
sign language in Guatemala had been developed, following collaboration with 
organizations of deaf persons, and was currently before the Congress of the Republic. 
Training was provided to all members of the judiciary in implementing the Convention. In 
order to promote inter-agency cooperation and monitor implementation of the Convention, 
the Office for the Defence of Persons with Disabilities had been established in the Office of 
the Human Rights Advocate. 


9. It was undeniable that there was a long road ahead, with many challenges to be 
overcome in order to improve the situation of persons with disabilities. Nonetheless, in 
collaboration with civil society and with the guidance of the Committee, the Government 
believed it was possible to make progress. 


10. Ms. Narvaez Pelaez (Country Rapporteur) said that Guatemala was a low-income 
country and had one of the highest populations in Central America. In the promotion of 
human rights, the Government had concentrated its efforts on reducing poverty and 
strengthening the rule of law. Unfortunately, those efforts had not focused specifically on 
the rights of persons with disabilities, the sector of the population that suffered from the 
highest levels of discrimination in all areas. Only 15 per cent of persons with disabilities 
received an income, with a mere 2 per cent holding formal employment positions and the 
rest working in the informal sector. In addition, 66 per cent of persons with disabilities were 
indigenous. Given the grave situation of human rights in the State in general, the rights of 
persons with disabilities should not be considered in isolation. The discrimination faced 
specifically by persons with disabilities was rarely included in national or international 
human rights programmes. Furthermore, there were no inclusive services at the community 
level for persons with disabilities, as a result of which they suffered from segregation and 
institutionalization. The resources made available by international partners, as well as the 
Government’s own resources, were not being used effectively to guarantee the inclusion of 
persons with disabilities. On the contrary, their rights were ignored and segregation 
perpetuated. “Voluntourism”, which involved volunteers being charged for spending time 
working in an institution, was also of concern, as it was often detrimental to local 
communities. It funded the institutionalization of persons with disabilities and was 
exploited by institutions and international agencies for the purpose of making a profit. 
Moreover, the institutions in which they worked became dependent on the income from 
volunteers to maintain their facilities. 
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11. An extreme example of the violation of the rights of persons with disabilities could 
be seen in the range of serious, systematic human rights abuses, including violence and 
sexual abuse, carried out against those detained in the Federico Mora National Mental 
Health Hospital. Many international institutions had declared the Hospital to be the most 
dangerous in Latin America and possibly in the world. Detainees were abused daily, were 
denied their legal capacity on an arbitrary basis, had no access to justice and were often 
held in solitary confinement. Human rights activists had worked to combat the problems in 
the Hospital by introducing interim measures. The Committee would like to know how 
such measures were being implemented in the light of the Convention. 


12. The reproductive rights of women were not sufficiently safeguarded under the Act 
on Universal and Equitable Access to Family Planning Services and their Integration into 
the National Health Programme. No legal framework was in place concerning the forced 
sterilization of adolescent girls with disabilities, but a judge or a legal guardian was able to 
take a decision on whether such a procedure could be performed. Under the Equal 
Opportunities Plan 2008-2023, there was no specific provision on women with disabilities, 
who could not be said to have access to justice. There had been an example of a deaf 
woman who had suffered abuse and violence and had sought to bring her case to court but 
had been forced to withdraw her complaint owing to the unavailability of a sign language 
interpreter. 


13. Despite the fact that Article 47 of the Act on Comprehensive Protection of Children 
and Adolescents specifically mandated the State to protect the rights of children with 
disabilities, the situation of such children was worsening. According to the United Nations 
Population Fund, 26 per cent of children in Guatemala were born to adolescent mothers, 
which limited their education and life opportunities. Incest was a serious problem, 
accounting for 89 per cent of those pregnancies, with the perpetrator being the girl’s own 
father in 30 per cent of pregnancies among girls under 14. The situation was even worse in 
the context of children with disabilities, who faced institutionalization and a lack of access 
to services. Girls with disabilities were often abandoned and there were various institutions 
in the State party where they had reportedly been subjected to abuses such as detention in 
cage beds and deplorable, overcrowded conditions. There were 133 childcare institutions 
and over 5,000 institutionalized children in the State party, yet there was no supervisory 
mechanism to monitor the well-being of those children. 


14. |The Committee was aware of the limitations faced by Guatemala due to its lack of 
resources. However, many commitments could be made and many actions taken to 
guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities, even with limited resources. 


Articles 1-10 


15. Mr. Tatié asked what funds were allocated to organizations of persons with 
disabilities and, specifically, how much went to support-service projects run by such 
organizations and how much to advocacy work. 


16. | He wished to know what the outcomes of the complaints received by the Office of 
the Human Rights Advocate were; whether there were any new cases of complaints; and, if 
so, what the outcomes of those new cases were. He asked how persons with disabilities 
could make use of legal remedies; how accessibility standards were monitored; what steps 
were being taken to remove existing barriers to accessibility; and what the conditions of 
accessibility were like at the airport in Guatemala and on public transport, city streets, 
government offices and rural areas. 


17. Mr. Ruskus, noting that the State party report made no mention of definitions of 
disability, disability certification systems or support schemes for persons with disability, 
asked whether medical and biological models of disability, and charity-based assistance, 
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were still prevalent in Guatemala. He asked how far the definition of disability, and support 
schemes for persons with disabilities, were in line with the Convention. 


18. Noting that children with disabilities, in particular intellectual disabilities, could 
lawfully be subjected to corporal punishment, he asked whether articles that violated 
children’s rights had been removed and what steps had been taken to stop the corporal 
punishment of children with disabilities. 


19. Mr. Basharu asked what funds had been allocated to the Office for the Defence of 
Indigenous Women; what impact the Office had had in the areas of health care, education 
and the prevention of violence, particularly with regard to indigenous women with 
disabilities; how children with disabilities and their representative organizations were 
included in decision-making; and why certain civil organizations, such as the telethon 
organization, promoted a charity-based view of persons with disabilities when they 
received money from the Government to promote a rights-based approach. 


20. Noting that awareness-raising activities tended to focus more on health care and the 
prevention of disabilities than on promoting a human-rights based approach, he asked how 
the media were raising awareness of disability issues; how persons with disabilities were 
involved in awareness-raising campaigns; and how such campaigns had shaped attitudes to 
disability in Guatemala. 


21. Lastly, he asked how far conditions of accessibility complied with the Assistance to 
Persons with Disabilities Act; what sanctions, if any, were imposed on public and private 
services that failed to comply with the standards set down in that Act; and whether 
accessibility standards would meet those set down in Sustainable Development Goal 11. 


22. Ms. Degener said that, contrary to what the State party appeared to believe, 
promoting the primary prevention of impairment did not constitute implementation of the 
Convention. The Convention was based on a human rights model of disability and therefore 
contained no provisions on that type of prevention. Noting that the State party had cited the 
budget that it had allocated to implementing the Convention, she asked how much of that 
budget would remain if funds allocated to the primary prevention of impairment were 
subtracted from it. 


23. | She would welcome more information on the steps taken by the State party to 
protect and enhance the rights of women and girls with disabilities. Noting that many 
children with disabilities lived and sometimes died in institutions that were not in 
compliance with the Convention, she would be grateful for more statistical information on 
such institutions. 


24. Mr. Langvad asked how the financial crisis of 2008 and 2009 had 
disproportionately affected persons with disabilities; how the State party was fulfilling its 
obligation to use the maximum amount of available resources to improve their living 
conditions; when it would adopt a national action plan to develop, adopt and implement 
disability-related legislation in order to comply with the Convention; what initiatives were 
being adopted to provide shelter to women with disabilities who had suffered violence and 
sexual abuse; what measures were being taken to monitor the implementation of building 
regulations aimed at removing barriers to accessibility; and how the State party was using 
its procurement policies to encourage service providers to consider the issue of accessibility. 


25. Ms. Kingston asked what steps were being taken to address multiple and 
intersectional discrimination, such as discrimination against women with disabilities from 
indigenous communities. She asked when the State party would make it clear to everyone 
concerned that the denial of reasonable accommodation amounted to discrimination, not 
just with regard to employment but in all aspects of life. 
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26. Noting that the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/GTM/CO/3-4) had 
stated that children with disabilities in Guatemala suffered abuse and exclusion and had 
limited access to education, health care and cultural life, she asked what short-term 
measures were being put in place to address those problems. 


27. Lastly, she asked what awareness-raising campaigns had been carried out in other 
languages, including indigenous languages. 


28. Ms. Pelaez Narvaez, noting that the State party had set up municipal offices for 
disability and departmental committees on disability, asked what funds they had been 
allocated and what mechanisms they had in place to monitor the implementation of the 
Convention. 


29. Noting that the Assistance to Persons with Disabilities Act made no mention of 
sanctions or monitoring mechanisms, she asked whether there were plans to remedy those 
deficiencies and to introduce legislation to overcome them, particularly in rural areas. 


30. Mr. Buntan asked whether the Government was taking measures to empower 
organizations of persons with disabilities so that they could participate in the creation, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policy and legislation and whether legislation 
would be implemented to ensure the adoption of international accessibility standards in the 
area of information and communications technology. 


31. Mr. Pyaneandee asked what steps the State party had taken to review legislation 
and policy that were in violation of the Convention, whether it intended to recognize the 
principle of non-discrimination in its Constitution, and, if so, to what extent it would 
collaborate with organizations of disabled persons. 


32. Mr. Parra Dussan asked how the concept of disability was understood to relate to 
persons who had acquired disabilities during the armed conflict in Guatemala and what 
reparations had been made to such persons. He asked whether any distinction was made 
between persons with disabilities resulting from violence or natural events and persons with 
disabilities resulting from armed conflict. 


33. Noting that discrimination on the grounds of disability was not specifically 
penalized in the Criminal Code, he asked how complaints of such discrimination were 
handled and whether any statistical information on such cases was available. 


34. The Chair asked how, in the area of indigenous affairs, the issue of indigenous 
rights intersected with the issue of disability and the human rights-based approach to 
persons with disabilities; and how, in the area of disability policy, the issue of disability 
intersected with that of indigenous affairs. 


35. In its concluding observations on the third periodic report of Guatemala in 2014 
(E/C.12/GTM/CO/3), the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights had 
recommended that the State party should pass a bill on rural development that had been 
awaiting adoption. Assuming that the bill had become law, she asked what impact it had 
had on persons with disabilities in rural areas. 


36. Noting that, in the same concluding observations, it had been recommended that the 
State party should adopt measures to bring about equal treatment for men and women, she 
asked what steps had been taken to improve the lives of women with disabilities and to 
fulfil Sustainable Development Goal 5. 


The meeting was suspended at 4.15 p.m. and resumed at 4.45 p.m. 


37. Mr. Moran Herrera (Guatemala) said that the Ministry of Social Development had 
understood that its social programmes should draw on information collected in national 
surveys and serve population groups in situations of vulnerability, in particular older 
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persons and persons with disabilities. In addition, efforts had been made to determine where 
vulnerable people were most numerous, thus enabling the Ministry to focus its efforts 
where they were most needed. The primary intended beneficiaries of a programme of cash 
transfers for the purchase of foodstuffs, which was currently operating in Guatemala 
Department, were persons with disabilities. Ministry officials were also well aware that it 
was important to identify persons with disabilities in the database of recipients of the 
vouchers given to families in rural areas. 


38. Mr. Canto Mejia (Guatemala) said that, although the State was attempting to 
identify more clearly the resources that were allocated to individual segments of the 
population, some services, such as public education, were provided to all population groups, 
and it was difficult to state what percentage of the national education budget was dedicated 
to any particular group. 


39. Nonetheless, the Ministry of Education had set up a scholarship programme for 
children and young people with disabilities to help them enrol and remain in school. In 
recent years, the State had invested in a programme of in-service training to enable 
preschool and primary-school teachers in particular to meet the needs of students with 
disabilities. In general, efforts were made not to deny anyone an education, even when a 
student’s disability intersected with other common factors of discrimination. 


40. In 2014, with the support of the German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ), 
the authorities had completed a study that had found that inaccessible facilities were among 
the main obstacles to school attendance by children with disabilities. As a result, in 2016 
the Ministry of Education and GIZ had produced guidelines for the construction of new 
schools. 


41. | Teachers trained to work with students with disabilities had been assigned to a 
number of special schools. At the same time, however, it was necessary to make progress 
towards genuinely inclusive education. The great challenge was to ensure not simply that 
children with disabilities went to school but that they participated actively, were fully 
included and received an education. Educational counselling services were provided in the 
schools that had been identified as inclusive and all the country’s schools had been asked 
by the Ministry of Education to complete a form listing the disabilities found among their 
students. 


42. Mr. Moran Herrera (Guatemala) said that the first addendum to an inter-agency 
agreement between the Ministry of Social Development and the National Council for 
Persons with Disabilities had been signed in early August 2016. The addendum would 
enable the maintenance of a single register of programme beneficiaries. The Ministry had 
also agreed to work with the Council to incorporate a disability unit into the Ministry’s 
Gender and Indigenous Peoples’ Unit. A coordinator and specialized staff members would 
ensure that the Ministry’s programmes had cross-cutting effects. 


43. Mr. Cruz Cruz (National Council for Persons with Disabilities, Guatemala) said 
that, for the financial year 2016, a number of public institutions, including several 
government ministries, had budgeted for expenditures connected with services for persons 
with disabilities. In many cases, those expenditures were for grants made to non-profit 
organizations. The Ministry of Education had budgeted more than 32 million quetzales for 
special education services, and that was but one of many similar examples. 


44. Mr. Ramirez Reyes (National Council for Persons with Disabilities, Guatemala) 
said that problems at the Federico Mora National Mental Health Hospital had been 
addressed. An internal commission had been set up to ensure that the hospital’s internal 
regulations were followed, patients committed to the hospital by order of the criminal 
courts had been separated from other patients and staff members who failed to follow care 
protocols had been disciplined. In addition, some patients had been transferred to other 
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mental health facilities. He himself had visited one such facility and had found conditions 
there satisfactory. An inter-agency commission was developing a programme of care for 
adults with intellectual disabilities and the provision of psychiatric care had been made a 
priority in six of the country’s hospitals. 


45. A protocol for the use of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability 
and Health was expected to be in place by 2018. Persons with disabilities could have their 
disability mentioned on their identity documents if they so wished. 


46. Mr. Moran Herrera (Guatemala) said that disability issues had been addressed at 
nearly all the year’s meetings of the Social Development Cabinet of the Vice-President’s 
Office, which provided excellent opportunities to make progress towards resolving those 
issues. 


47. Mr. Toledo Sebastian (National Council for Persons with Disabilities, Guatemala) 
said that consultations on a bill to bring the domestic legal framework into line with the 
provisions of the Convention were expected to conclude in the coming days. Legislative 
changes were not enough, however, as it was necessary to raise awareness, change attitudes 
and ensure that a rights-based approach was taken to all disability issues. The work of civil 
society organizations was essential in that regard. For that reason, the National Council for 
Persons with Disabilities shared its own limited resources with those organizations. 


48. A major challenge was finding the resources for sustained awareness-raising 
campaigns. One-off events, such as those held in observance of anniversaries or the 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities, were more affordable. In response to 
concerns expressed by the authorities, the organizers of a private fundraising drive had 
stated that they were willing to receive guidance from the Government. One current 
challenge was to set up a coordination mechanism to ensure that private organizations 
working with and for persons with disabilities operated more efficiently. 


49. The implementation of accessibility standards continued to present challenges. For 
example, only one television station provided sign language interpretation on its news 
reports. Guatemala had signed and ratified the Marrakesh Treaty and efforts were being 
made to strengthen cooperation between the Ministry of Education and civil society 
organizations with a view to improving the situation of blind persons and persons with 
visual impairment. The Guatemalan Association of the Deaf had recently proposed a draft 
law to give institutional status to sign language. The Government had produced a disability 
manual and had made it widely available. Although some advances had been made in 
ensuring the accessibility of public transport, it remained an area in need of improvement. 


Articles 11-20 


50. Mr. Basharu said that he wished to know what measures had been taken to ensure 
that persons with disabilities, in particular those with psychosocial and intellectual 
disabilities and blind and deaf persons, received adequate assistance in situations of risk 
and humanitarian emergencies. He would also like the delegation to inform him of any 
measures taken to ensure the accessibility to persons with disabilities of judicial facilities, 
including police stations and prisons, and the judicial system in general, with reference to, 
inter alia, the provision of sign language interpretation and documentation in Braille. He 
would like more information on the availability of assistive technologies, including 
mobility devices, for persons with disabilities, in particular blind and deaf persons, and the 
training provided for the users of such technologies. 


51. Mr. Tatié said that he wished to be informed of any disability awareness 
programmes provided for law enforcement officials and members of the armed forces. 
Above all, he wished to know whether they had been trained to communicate with persons 
with disabilities, in particular those with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities and blind 
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and deaf persons. He would also like to know whether any professional support services 
were provided for persons with disabilities, particularly those with significant needs, or 
whether they had to rely on family members for day-to-day support. 


52. Ms. Degener said that she would like to know what efforts were being made to 
replace all forms of substitute decision-making with supported decision-making and, 
wherever possible, to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoyed full legal capacity. It 
would also be helpful if the delegation would provide information on the monitoring 
mechanisms in place to protect persons with disabilities from exploitation, violence and 
abuse in institutional settings. She also wished to know how many persons with disabilities 
had been forcibly sterilized since the ratification of the Convention. 


53. Mr. Buntan said that he would be grateful for a response to his question on 
accessibility standards. He wished to know whether the Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction had been used to develop a national action plan for disaster risk reduction 
and, if so, whether persons with disabilities had been given special consideration, both as 
potential recipients of assistance in the event of a disaster and as active participants in 
planning and monitoring. It would be helpful to know whether affirmative action measures 
had been taken to increase the participation of persons with disabilities in the legal 
profession. He would also like more information on the efforts made to ensure that the 
human rights of refugees and migrants with disabilities were respected. 


54. Ms. Pelaez Narvaez said that more information was needed on the framework law 
on disability that had recently been submitted to the Congress of the Republic. She also 
wished to know what measures had been taken to protect women and girls with disabilities 
from violence, including sexual violence perpetrated by family members, and enable them 
to seek redress. It would be helpful for the Committee to be informed of any efforts made to 
protect persons with disabilities, in particular those with psychosocial or intellectual 
disabilities, from torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment in institutional settings. She also wished to know whether there were any plans 
to reduce the State party’s dependence on institutionalization. Since many children with 
disabilities who had been institutionalized had never been issued with an identity document, 
the delegation should inform the Committee of any measures taken to protect their right to 
identity. It would also be helpful to know whether measures had been taken to protect 
children with disabilities from exploitation through forced begging. 


55. Ms. Kingston said, with regard to the accessibility of the judicial system, that she 
would like information on the provision of age-appropriate support for young persons with 
disabilities and gender-appropriate support for women with disabilities who had been 
subjected to violence, exploitation or abuse. She would like further information on the 
treatment provided at the Federico Mora National Mental Health Hospital. In particular, she 
wished to know whether the consent of patients was obtained before the application of 
chemical and mechanical restraints and the use of electroconvulsive therapy. With regard to 
the support provided for children with disabilities, she wished to know whether there were 
any plans to shift the focus of the State party’s approach from institutionalization to 
independent living in the community. 


56. Mr. Langvad said that he wished to know whether the limited availability of 
community-based support was the reason why persons with disabilities, in particular those 
with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, were so frequently institutionalized. It would 
also be helpful to know what had been done to make it possible for persons with disabilities 
to choose where and with whom they lived. 


57. Mr. Pyaneandee said that he wished to know whether, in the absence of adequate 
financial resources, the State party had made efforts since the submission of its initial report 
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to mobilize its substantial human resources to facilitate the inclusion of persons with 
disabilities as part of its implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 


58. The Chair said that the delegation should provide detailed information on the 
established procedure for the prosecution of persons with intellectual or psychosocial 
disabilities. She also wished to know what efforts had been taken to strengthen the national 
preventive mechanism against torture and whether the interim measures requested by the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to protect persons with disabilities in 
psychiatric hospitals had been adopted. 


The meeting rose at 5.55 p.m. 


GE.16-14741 


f 
i. 


